
During your stay in Bilbao, you’ll have your afternoons and weekends free to explore one of Spain's
most vibrant and culturally rich regions. In addition to your Spanish course, we encourage you to
immerse yourself in local life and make the most of everything the Basque Country has to offer.
Experience an unforgettable journey combining learning, culture, nature, and fun.

8.) Hiking and Mountains
Just a few minutes from Bilbao, you can enjoy
hiking routes in mountains like Artxanda,
Pagasarri, or Ganekogorta. There are options for
all levels, and from the top, you'll be rewarded with
views over the city and the surrounding valleys.
9.) Culture and gastronomy
Discover Basque cuisine at markets like La Ribera
and pintxo bars. Don’t miss the cider houses,
where you can enjoy eating in a typical setting
and try natural cider poured from a height.
10.) Weekly Street Markets on Saturdays and
Sundays
You can visit one of the weekly street markets,
such as the popular Bolueta Market, which
features over 200 stalls. There, you’ll find clothing,
shoes, accessories, and other products at
affordable prices.
11.) Bilbao BBK Live
If you visit Bilbao in July, don’t miss this famous
international music festival on Mount Kobetas. A
unique experience combining nature, music, and a
fantastic atmosphere.
12.) Bilbao festivities (Aste Nagusia)
In August, the city comes alive with concerts,
fireworks, contests, street theater, fair attractions,
and activities for all ages. A perfect opportunity to
join in the local culture!
More ideas: www.bilbaoturismo.net

DISCOVER BILBAO AND THE BASQUE COUNTRY

ACTIVITIES FOR AFTERNOONS 
AND WEEKENDS

1.) Guggenheim Museum Bilbao
An essential visit. This iconic contemporary art
museum is famous for its architecture and world-
class exhibitions.
2.) Bilbao Fine Arts Museum
One of the country’s most important museums,
with an excellent collection ranging from ancient
to contemporary art.
3.) Old Town
Stroll through the “Seven Streets,” discover small
shops, traditional bars, and taste the famous
pintxos (Basque-style tapas) in a local, authentic
atmosphere.
4.) San Mamés Stadium – Athletic Club
Visit the stadium of the famous Basque team and
its interactive museum. Feel the passion of local
football, and if your stay coincides with a match,
you might even catch one.
5.) Maritime Museum of Bilbao
Learn about the city’s naval history in this
riverside museum, featuring real ships, scale
models, and exhibits.
6.) Artxanda Funicular
Ride the funicular (a mountain railway) and enjoy
spectacular views of the city from above.
7.) Nearby Beaches
Less than 30 minutes by metro, you can visit
beaches like Sopelana or Plentzia—perfect for
relaxing, swimming, or learning to surf.

WHAT TO DO IN BILBAO



1.) San Juan de Gaztelugatxe
A magical coastal spot known for its natural
beauty and as a filming location from Game of
Thrones. Just 45 minutes from Bilbao.
2.) Donostia–San Sebastián
Known for its beaches, culture, and gastronomy,
this coastal city is ideal for a day trip. Make sure
to visit the San Sebastián Aquarium with its
impressive 360° tunnel.
3.) Gernika‑Lumo and Urdaibai Biosphere
Reserve
Discover Gernika‑Lumo, the town that inspired
Picasso’s Guernica. Visit the Tree of Gernika, a
symbol of Basque freedoms and their historic
charters (ancient local laws), and explore the
Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve, a UNESCO-protected
natural area ideal for hiking and kayaking.
4.) Izenaduba Basoa – Mungia Mythological Park
A theme park based on Basque mythology,
featuring Olentzero’s house and legendary
characters such as Mari, Tartalo, and Basajaun.
Perfect for enjoying nature, just 25 minutes from
Bilbao.

WEEKEND GETAWAYS AND DAY TRIPS
5.) Charming Coastal Villages Route
Explore typical Basque villages like Getaria,
Lekeitio, Bermeo, or Elantxobe, featuring
fishermen’s houses, picturesque harbors, and a
relaxed seaside atmosphere.
6.) Balmaseda
The oldest town in the Basque Country, with
medieval charm, cobbled streets, and a peaceful
atmosphere. Perfect for strolling, visiting its old
town, and enjoying rich cultural traditions, just 30
minutes from Bilbao.
7.) Inland Routes: Nature and Mountains
Gorbeia: The highest peak in Bizkaia  (1,481 m /
4,859 ft), perfect for hikers looking for adventure.
Urkiola and Anboto: A natural park with numerous
trails and a deep connection to Basque legends.
8.) Vitoria‑Gasteiz
The capital of the Basque Country and a “green
city” par excellence. Stroll through its medieval old
town, visit the Cathedral of Santa María and the
murals in the historic district, enjoy its pintxo bars,
or relax in its green spaces.
More ideas: www.turismo.euskadi.eus

ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES (OPTIONAL)
Throughout the summer, we provide information and support so you can
organize your own activities or join recommended plans:

Guided tours of Bilbao
Basque cooking workshops
Surfing lessons
Boat trips on the river or kayaking/paddling tours
Concerts, festivals, and cultural events
Group excursions (depending on availability)

NEED IDEAS OR HELP?
During your course, our team will provide brochures, maps, and helpful advice. You can also count on us if
you want to plan an activity, book an excursion, or just find something to do based on your interests.

THE SUMMER IN BILBAO IS 
SO MUCH MORE THAN LEARNING SPANISH!

PUBLIC TRANSPORT (BARIK)
Bilbao has an excellent public transportation network, including metro, tram, city buses
(Bilbobus), regional buses (Bizkaibus), and regional trains. For comfortable and economical
travel, we recommend getting the Barik card, a rechargeable card usable on almost all transport
modes in the Basque Country.


